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Introduction 

We report here the achievements of The Nordic Cochrane Centre and its branches for 
2005 in relation to the Strategic Plan 2003-2005 and include a brief section about the 
review groups and fields in the Nordic region. General information about The Cochrane 
Collaboration, The Nordic Cochrane Centre and its branches, and the Strategic Plan can 
be found on the Centre's home page www.cochrane.dk. 
 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre opened on 13 October 1993. It is the reference Centre for 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden in the Nordic region, and for Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, 
Mongolia, Poland, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. There are 
national branches of the Centre in Finland, Norway and Russia and national contact 
persons in Iceland, Poland and Sweden. The branches perform similar work as the Centre 
but have less formal obligations. The Centre is responsible for evaluating the work in its 
branches. The work of the Centre and branches is described in annual reports (available 
from www.cochrane.dk) and is evaluated by The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group. 
The Centre and branches are guided by an advisory board that meets once a year.  
 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre and branches contribute substantially to The Cochrane 
Collaboration, for example by convening The Methodology Review Group; by managing 
the development of the Cochrane Information Management System, including Review 
Manager (see www.cc-ims.net); by producing Cochrane Reviews and methodological 
research; by contributing to the Publishing Policy Group (which is responsible for 
providing advice on the contents of the Collaboration's products and overseeing pricing, 
distribution and marketing arrangements); and by contributing to the Quality Advisory 
Group. 
 

Summary of selected achievements in 2005 

Citizens in Denmark, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, and almost all physicians in Finland, 
have free access to the internet version of The Cochrane Library. This is undoubtedly one 
of the major reasons that The Cochrane Library is often consulted in these countries. 
During one month, in August 2005, number of different users were 2501 in Norway and 
2469 in Denmark. When frequency of use worldwide is ranked according to the size of 
the population, Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden came within the first 11 countries 
on the list.  

The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
We have increased our research collaboration with colleagues internationally, primarily 
with researchers in Canada, Norway, UK, and USA. We have also become more involved in 
working groups that are setting standards for good reporting: CONSORT for trials, 
QUOROM for systematic reviews, STROBE for observational studies, and SPIRIT for 
protocols.  
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Since 1996, The Nordic Cochrane Centre has managed the development of the entire 
Cochrane Information Management System (IMS) as one of its core contributions to the 
Collaboration, as well as producing key elements of the system, such as the Review 
Manager software. In 2005, a licence agreement was made between Rigshospitalet, that 
hosts the centre, and the Steering Group of The Cochrane Collaboration that specifies 
that Rigshospitalet is the owner of the rights; that The Cochrane Collaboration has the 
right to use the software at no cost; and that any income from sales of licences to third-
parties will be divided according to the investments made by Rigshospitalet and The 
Cochrane Collaboration. The software can still be used freely for non-commercial 
purposes. 
 
Staff members have published six updated Cochrane Reviews. Important work has been 
completed on blinding in clinical trials; allocation concealment as described in protocols 
and corresponding trial reports; conclusions of meta-analyses in relation to quality of the 
included trials; constraints on publication rights and ghost authorship in industry-
initiated trials; and relation between conflicts of interest and scientific information in 
meta-analyses and other scientific articles. Other research areas involve systematic 
reviews of studies of diagnostic tests; studies of inter-observer variation; reporting of 
observational studies; reliability of P-values; communication of scientific information to 
the public; and harms and informed consent in relation to mammography screening. Five 
PhD students have been associated with the centre, and two PhD dissertations were 
defended in 2005. 
 
Since 1996, The Nordic Cochrane Centre has selected reviews from each new issue of the 
Cochrane Library for possible comments in general medical journals written by content 
area specialists. This collaboration started with Ugeskrift for Læger and was subsequently 
extended to the other Nordic medical associations’ journals and to the British Medical 
Journal. These commentaries are very popular. The dissemination process has been 
expanded to also involve major Danish newspapers. In 2005, people from The 
Netherlands, Germany and Canada have volunteered to help with this work.  
 
The Cochrane Library has been freely available for all Danish citizens since 2003, thanks 
to financial support from the Danish counties, the Electronic Research Library, and the 
Knowledge and Research Centre for Alternative Medicine.  

Norwegian Branch of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 

We have helped to improve the quality, accessibility and use of Cochrane Reviews and 
have prepared and updated several reviews.  

We continue to coordinate the GRADE Working Group. In 2005, a version of the GRADE 
Profiler software was developed to produce Summary of Findings (SoF) Tables for 
Cochrane Reviews. A pilot study in which authors prepared SoF tables for 20 reviews 
found that this is feasible and can help to improve the accessibility and quality of 
reviews. The software is being revised and improved based on the results of the pilot 
study. The GRADE Working Group met three times in 2005 and has continued to develop 
the methods used to make judgments about the quality of evidence and the strength of 
recommendations. A growing number of guideline developers are starting to use the 
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GRADE approach and many workshops were organized by the Working Group for these 
people, as well as at the Cochrane Colloquium. 

Through the BackInfo project, we have continued to develop methods for translating the 
results of Cochrane Reviews into relevant, valid and accessible patient information, and 
we presented these methods at the 2005 Colloquium. We have also assisted the 
Cochrane Consumer Network in the development of consumer summaries of reviews, and 
our experiences have been helpful for the Plain Language Summaries Working Group, 
established during the Colloquium.   

We continue our work on evaluating alternative ways of presenting information about the 
effects of health care, and completed our third randomized trial; a fourth is under way.  

We have continued to work with the WHO in 2005 to improve the use of systematic 
reviews in WHO recommendations and through the Evipnet project, which is supporting 
the development of units in low and middle-income countries to support the use of 
research evidence by managers and policy makers. 

Other ongoing contributions include: support for users of The Cochrane Library, which is 
available to everyone in Norway through a national subscription; maintenance and further 
development of the Colloquium Manager and Title Management Systems; hosting the 
editorial base for the Methodology Review Group and submitting four updates of the 
Cochrane Database of Methodology Reviews, which includes 11 completed methodology 
reviews and 9 protocols as of Issue 4, 2005; updating and editing Effective Practice and 
Organisation of Care reviews; co-coordinating the Colloquium Advisory Group, the 
Cochrane Consumer Network, and the Quality Advisory Group; working with the Umbrella 
Review Group to develop methods for summarizing the results of Cochrane reviews 
across related reviews; and developing processes for selecting newsworthy reviews and 
preparing mass media reports for selected reviews for each new issue of The Cochrane 
Library. 

Finnish Branch of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
In 2005, we promoted the production and quality of Cochrane Reviews, disseminated 
information on The Cochrane Collaboration, and trained critical appraisal and systematic 
review skills. A two-day basic course for authors of Cochrane Reviews was organized 
together with the Cochrane Occupational Health Field. There are 75 members involved 
with Cochrane activities on our mailing list, and we arranged two meetings for these 
people. Abstracts of seven Cochrane Reviews have been published in three Finnish 
journals; nine articles described results from Cochrane Reviews and an additional 20 
articles in Finnish medical journals cited one ore more Cochrane reviews in 2005. 
 
We contributed to two Cochrane Reviews on exercise therapy for nonspecific low back 
pain and on treatments for anterior cruciate ligament rupture. We have started to update 
two reviews, on seclusion and restraint in serious mental illness and treatment of 
maxillary sinusitis. 
 
Handsearches of eight Finnish medical journals continued. We contributed to the work of 
the Cochrane Back Group advisory board, Cochrane Occupational Health Field, possible 
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Cochrane Behavioral Medicine Field, the Adminstrative Board of Guidelines International 
Network, and the national Current Care Guidelines editorial board. Being hosted by the 
Finnish Office for Health Technology Assessment (FinOHTA), the co-operation between 
Finnish HTA activities and Cochrane work is secured. 

Russian Branch of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
Kirgiz Ministry of Health received help in the development of its centre for evidence-
based medicine (EBM), and the ministry was advised about the development of a new 
stage of the Program of the Reform of the National Health Care System. Lectures on EBM, 
The Cochrane Collaboration and on the establishment of EBM centres were given at the 
Baku Institute for Postgraduate Medical Education (Azerbaijan), Tbilisi Medical University 
(Georgia), and Yerevan Medical Academy (Armenia) thanks to funding from the 
Government of Canada through the Canadian Society for International Health. 
 
News stories about Cochrane Reviews are published regularly in Russian medical and lay 
press.  
 
The journal “Mezhdunarodnii Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki”, a bimonthly publication that 
is available on the web, publishes translations of selected abstracts of new Cochrane 
Reviews and in every issue a short comment on Cochrane news and activities related to 
the Collaboration (like GRADE). 
 
In October 2005, the largest medical school in Russia – Moscow Medical Academy – in 
collaboration with WHO Europe held a two-day conference devoted to the development of 
EBM teaching in medical school. Speakers from The Nordic Cochrane Centre (P. Gøtzsche, 
M. Mäkelä and V. Vlassov) gave lectures. Support from the Academy to the Russian 
branch seems likely. 

Iceland 
Cochrane Reviews are freely available for all Icelandic citizens as part of a national open 
access funded by various health organizations (www.hvar.is).  
  
The teaching of the value and use of the Cochrane Library to medical students started in 
2002 and was intensified in 2003 and 2004. There is also continuing emphasis on 
promoting The Cochrane Collaboration and on teaching the use of The Cochrane Library 
to physicians (small group learning). Promotion of consumer summaries of reviews is 
planned for 2006 as part of a campaign to increase the use of high quality information by 
patients and other consumers.  
 
The Icelandic Medical Journal (www.laeknabladid.is) is receiving selected Cochrane 
Reviews for possible comments but is still unable to provide any comments or create a 
forum for debate or discussions.   
 
There is still no funding for Cochrane activities in Iceland but the value of Cochrane 
Reviews in decision making is becoming increasingly clear to politicians and decision 
makers. In 2004, after the publication of a report by the Icelandic Social Security Institute 
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that clearly acknowledged that results of Cochrane Reviews are very important for 
decision making in health care, the use reviews has increased.   

Sweden 
The Cochrane Library became freely available for all Swedish citizens in January 2005 
through the Swedish Council on Technology Assessment in Health Care (SBU) thanks to 
financial support from the government. SBU is currently translating the guide to 
searching “Vejledning til Cochrane-biblioteket” (http://www.cochrane.dk/clib/) from 
Danish into Swedish.  
 
The Cochrane Library is increasingly considered as one of the most important and 
reliable sources for information for Drug Committees, the Social Board of Health, the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Board and the SBU.  
 
One of the first steps when a new SBU project is initiated is to search for relevant reviews 
in The Cochrane Library. The Cochrane Reviews are evaluated before they are included in 
the systematic reviews performed at SBU. In addition, the experts involved in the different 
health technology assessment projects are encouraged to use the feed back comment 
system in the Cochrane Reviews and to participate in The Cochrane Collaboration. 

Poland 
Two Cochrane Protocols were published in 2005. The eligibility of trial reports published 
in Polish is checked and relevant reports are translated into English for authors of 
Cochrane Reviews. Summaries of clinically relevant Cochrane Reviews are published in 
the Polish Medical Journal  “Medycyna Praktyczna”. The teaching of the value and use of 
the Cochrane Library and evidence-based medicine in general to medical students started 
in 2004.  
  

Results in relation to targets for 2003-2005 

Theme 1. Methodology 
Target 1.1: Conduct methodological research, for example on bias related to 
randomisation method, lack of blinding or exclusion of patients or outcomes; reporting 
of harms; patients’ views on the balance between benefits and harms; bias in non-
randomised studies; bias related to source of funding; informed consent; philosophical 
and empirical analysis of the concept of evidence-based healthcare; placebo effects.  
A substantial amount of research within these areas has been completed and submitted 
for publication during 2005, and other projects are ongoing, see Summary of selected 
achievements above.  
 
Target 1.2: Prepare and update Cochrane Reviews performed by staff members. 
See Publications.  
 
Target 1.3: Recruit medical students for research at the centre. 
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During 2005, four students and five external physicians were involved with research at 
the centre.  
 
Target 1.4: Co-ordinate the editorial process for protocols and reviews in the Cochrane 
Methodology Review Group.  
Achieved, 1 new review, 2 updated reviews and 2 new protocols were published in 2005. 
There are now 11 published reviews and 9 protocols (The Norwegian Branch). 
 
Target 1.5: Update the Cochrane Methodology Register (register of articles on research 
methodology) four times a year in time to be submitted for the quarterly issues of The 
Cochrane Library.   
Achieved (The Norwegian Branch). 
 
Target 1.6: Improve the indexing of articles in the Cochrane Methodology Register.  
Under continuing development (The Norwegian Branch). 
 
Target 1.7: Update Cochrane Reviewers’ Handbook in collaboration with the UK Cochrane 
Centre, Methods Groups and others.  
Achieved (The Norwegian Branch). Editorial responsibility was handed over to the UK and 
Australian Cochrane Centres in July, 2003. 
 
Target 1.8: Conduct a two to three-day editing workshop for editors and Review Group 
Co-ordinators from the three Review Groups based in the Nordic area.  
Held in Sept 2003 with 18 participants.  
 
Target 1.9: Conduct a three-day workshop on editing of Cochrane Reviews for all 
Cochrane Review Groups.  
Postponed. 
 
Target 1.10: Contribute to obtain greater standardisation of Cochrane Reviews to ensure 
that their quality becomes more homogeneous. 
Achieved by a workshop, by participation in a workshop with other methodologists in 
Cambridge, by contribution to methodological research, and by correspondence with 
authors and review groups. 
 
Target 1.11: Peer review Cochrane protocols and reviews on demand.  
Achieved. 
 
Target 1.12: Write comments and criticisms to Review Groups on published Cochrane 
protocols and reviews; if necessary, also submit them via the Comments and Criticism 
system. 
Achieved, several comments sent to authors and Review Groups. 
 
Target 1.13: Contribute to finalising the draft guidelines on the use of non-randomised 
studies in Cochrane Reviews.  
The responsibility for this project has been transferred to UK; applications for funding to 
provide protected time to finish the guidelines will be submitted.  
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Theme 2. Software development  
Target 2.1: Develop the next generation of the Information Management System, which 
includes further development and integration of the existing tools in the IMS and 
development of new ones. The new IMS will be partly internet-based and will include an 
enhanced version of the Cochrane Contact Database, a central review database, RevMan 
5, workflow management tool, systems for preparing modules of information from 
Cochrane entities and tools for providing Cochrane material to the publisher for 
publication. The project is estimated to run throughout the period of the strategic plan. 
In 2003, emphasis will be put on designing the system and implementing the structure 
for all elements in the IMS. Actual software releases will follow in 2004 and 2005.  
Phase 1 of the new IMS (an enhanced version of the Cochrane Contact Database) was 
launched in November 2004. Roll out of Phase 2 started in February 2005 with five pilot 
Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs). At the end of 2005, about 35 CRGs will be using Phase 
2 of the new IMS. This includes using the Internet server, Archie and RevMan 4.3. It is 
expected that all 50 CRGs will have transferred to the new IMS by June 2006. The 
development of RevMan 5 has been delayed and a release is now not expected until the 
end of 2006. The delay is due to the decision to also include support for reviews of 
diagnostic tests. 
 
Targets 2.2: In 2003, develop a new and more dynamic interface to the Information 
Management System web site and expand it to include more information about the 
software developed by The Nordic Cochrane Centre under the aegis of the IMSG. 
Achieved (see www.cc-ims.net). 
 
Target 2.3: Release RevMan 4.2 in spring 2003. Initially the software will be released via 
the Internet, but later CD-ROMs will be produced and circulated to Cochrane entities for 
further distribution. 
Partly achieved. RevMan 4.2 was released in March 2003 on the Internet; it has been 
decided not to produce CD-ROM versions centrally. 
 
Target 2.4: In 2003, together with The Cochrane Collaboration Secretariat, make the 
Cochrane Contact Database the official contact database in the Collaboration (thereby 
replacing the existing system, HIREx) and have all entities registered as users of the 
system. 
Achieved. The Cochrane Contact Database (now Phase 1 of the new IMS) was made 
mandatory on 1 July 2004.   
 
Target 2.5: Continue to maintain RevMan 4 and ModMan 4 until RevMan 5 and the new 
IMS are available. 
Achieved and ongoing. 
 
Target 2.6: Continue to provide and seek input on software issues at various Cochrane 
meetings. Communicate actively on the progress of development projects through the 
IMS web site and other channels in The Cochrane Collaboration.  
Achieved and ongoing. 
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Target 2.7: Coordinate meetings of the IMSG, its advisory groups and other relevant 
groups to ensure that the development of software reflects the needs of members of The 
Cochrane Collaboration. 
Achieved. The convenorship changed in 2003 since the previous convenor is also director 
of the IMSG; the director will work with the new convenor to coordinate meetings.  
 
In addition to the targets above, the NCC has established IMS Support in 2004 and is 
responsible for its ongoing management. There are four members (1.2 FTE) of IMS 
Support, based in Australia, Europe and North America, whose roles are to provide 
training and support to members of editorial bases of CRGs world-wide in their use of 
the IMS, and contribute to the preparation of high quality documentation. IMS Support is 
funded by core Collaboration funds. 
 
In 2005, the IMS team at the NCC has also contributed substantially to the development 
of web-services to support the Entity web-site project by the German Cochrane Centre; 
and to provide topics lists, abstracts and synopses to the Cochrane.org web site after 
each publication of The Cochrane Library. 

Theme 3. Core functions of Cochrane Centres 
Target 3.1: Continue to provide support to the Cochrane review groups based in the 
Nordic area: Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group, Cochrane Colorectal Cancer Group, and 
Cochrane Anaesthesia Group (all based in Copenhagen), Cochrane Methodology Review 
Group (Oslo), and to authors of Cochrane Reviews and other researchers wishing to do 
systematic reviews. 
Achieved. 
 
Target 3.2: Contribute to recruitment of new reviewers, filling the gaps in the current 
coverage of Cochrane Reviews, and increasing Nordic participation in The Cochrane 
Collaboration. 
Achieved. In Denmark, 11 stipends for Cochrane Reviews in alternative medicine were 
awarded in 2003 by collaboration with the Knowledge and Research Centre for 
Alternative Medicine. In Finland, 4 stipends to produce or update Cochrane Reviews were 
awarded in 2003 and 3 stipends for training course or Colloquium participation in 2004, 
and the finalisation of the database of trials in psychiatry (PSI-TRI) was co-funded.  
 
Target 3.3: Offer at least two workshops a year and other forms of training to support 
members of registered review groups to develop protocols, and offer training workshops 
for handsearchers on demand. 
Achieved. 
 
Target 3.4: Continue to get recognition from relevant institutions that Cochrane Reviews 
are research and a merit in themselves, and that a PhD can therefore be based entirely on 
Cochrane Reviews; continue to contribute to the propagation of the principles of 
problem-based learning and evidence-based medicine. 
Many lectures held. The Nordic Cochrane Centre held a four-day intensive PhD course on 
systematic reviews and meta-analyses in Copenhagen with 24 participants in 2004, 
sponsored by The Danish Clinical Intervention Research Academy. A PhD that was based 
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entirely on Cochrane Reviews was defended at the University of Copenhagen in 2005; 
another, also in 2005, consisted of a systematic review and methodological research 
related to such reviews. All newly employed physicians at Rigshospitalet in Copenhagen 
are introduced to The Cochrane Collaboration, systematic reviews and the Cochrane 
Library. Several courses of evidence-based medicine and systematic review methodology 
have been held in Finland and training arranged for topic specialists working at FinOHTA. 
The Centre and its branches in Finland and Russia contributed to a seminar on evidence-
based medicine in Moscow in 2005. 
 
Target 3.5: Continue to collaborate with the Danish Knowledge and Research Centre for 
Alternative Medicine (ViFAB) to promote the production of Cochrane Reviews in 
alternative medicine. 
See target 3.2 above. 
 
Target 3.6: Continue to provide support to consumers, primarily by continued liaisons 
with consumer organisations; obtain funding for making The Cochrane Library freely 
available for all Danish citizens; produce, evaluate and update a homepage that helps 
Danish citizens use The Cochrane Library. 
We have had collaboration with consumer organisations in Denmark, Norway and 
internationally. The Cochrane Library became freely available for all Danish citizens in 
2003 and for Swedish citizens from Jan 2005; the Library is also freely available in 
Finland and Norway; a draft homepage for consumers has been produced in Danish.  
 
Target 3.7: Continue to provide support to the Norwegian, Finnish, and Russian branches 
of the Centre; to the Cochrane Methodology Review Group (based in Oslo) and to the 
Cochrane Non-randomised Studies Methods Group (originally based in Copenhagen, 
future location to be decided). 
Achieved. Also provided support to the establishment of the Occupational Health Field 
(based in Helsinki), which was officially registered with the Collaboration on 10 May 
2004. 
 
Target 3.8: Conduct and participate in workshops on evidence-based healthcare and 
offer or contribute to shorter courses on demand which are open to researchers who are 
not authors of Cochrane Reviews. 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre held a four-day workshop on evidence-based healthcare in 
Copenhagen in 2004. The Norwegian branch offered a course on systematic reviews in 
2003. See also target 3.4 above. 
 
Target 3.9: Continue co-ordination of the dissemination project; continue to collaborate 
with journals of the Nordic national medical associations and British Medical Journal in 
getting articles published on evidence-based medicine which summarise important 
Cochrane Reviews.  
Achieved. 
 
Target 3.10: Continue to promote Cochrane Reviews as an important basis for health 
technology assessment and for practice guidelines; continue to collaborate with the 
media to promote awareness and use of Cochrane Reviews. 
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There has been increased collaboration with the media that now regularly refer to 
Cochrane Reviews and the Nordic Cochrane Centre as providers of independent 
information on health care interventions. The Cochrane Library is used as a basic source 
of data for all new HTA reports and Current Care Guidelines (evidence based clinical 
practice guidelines) in Finland. 
 
 Target 3.11: Enhance the design of the Centre’s homepage while maintaining ease-of-
use and simplicity and update and add useful content while avoiding duplication of 
material on The Cochrane Collaboration’s home page. 
Achieved, major change introduced in 2004. 
 
Target 3.12: Update the translated information brochure on The Cochrane Collaboration 
in Danish, Finnish, Norwegian, Polish, Russian and Swedish.  
Cancelled, since a new, shorter version will be used in the Collaboration.  
 
Target 3.13: Continue to handsearch general medical journals in the Nordic area for 
randomised trials; contribute to ensuring that results of all unpublished trials become 
publicly accessible. 
Handsearching continues but is no longer a high priority; translations are provided for 
authors of reviews. We continue to advocate in papers, at meetings and elsewhere that it 
is unethical not to make results of all trials publicly available and participate in efforts to 
ensure registration of all trials in humans.  
 
Target 3.14: Translate into English titles of all trials identified by handsearching that are 
not on MEDLINE; provide translations of relevant text in trial reports published in Nordic 
languages or Russian for reviewers on request. 
Achieved, ongoing process. 
 
Target 3.15: Update prospective and retrospective handsearches at least annually and 
send citations for all new trials to the New England Cochrane Center for inclusion in 
CENTRAL; contribute to the establishment of national registers of ongoing trials by 
collaboration with research ethics committee systems and medical research councils. 
Achieved, ongoing process. 
 
Review Groups in the Nordic region 

The Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group  
with Christian Gluud, Denmark, as Co-ordinating Editor, was registered on 29 March 
1996. Fifty systematic reviews and 74 protocols from the group appeared in the 1st issue 
of The Cochrane Library 2006. Five reviews have been updated since Issue 1, 2005. Out 
of 37 registered specialist journals and conference proceedings, 36 have been actively 
searched for the period of registration. The group's specialised register contains 17,409 
citations, 9473 of which report on randomised or controlled clinical trials. An additional 
thousand abstracts of articles of possible interest are being evaluated. For further 
information, see the latest issue of The Cochrane Library as well as the group's Annual 
Report, incorporated in the Annual Report of the Copenhagen Trial Unit, available from: 
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Ms Dimitrinka Nikolova, Review Group Coordinator 
Copenhagen Trial Unit, Centre for Clinical Intervention Research, 
Dept. 7102 
H:S Rigshospitalet, Blegdamsvej 9 
DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø, Denmark 
Tel: +45 3545 7169 
Fax: +45 3545 7101 
E-mail: dnikolov@ctu.rh.dk 
Web site: http://inet.uni2.dk/~ctucph/chbg/ 

The Cochrane Colorectal Cancer Group  
with Peer Wille-Jørgensen, Denmark, as Co-ordinating Editor was registered on 27 
January 1998. Now eight years later, the group has 31 reviews and 40 protocols approved 
and published in The Cochrane Library. A specialised register of topic related literature is 
established and contains more than 10,500 trials. The group has now got a fulltime Trials 
Search Coordinator to support the authors, and to coordinate the handsearch activities; 
the group has a list of prioritised journals to be handsearched. For further information, 
see The Cochrane Library or get the group's Annual Report from: 
 
Henning K Andersen, Review Group Co-ordinator 
H:S Bispebjerg Hospital, Building 11B, ground floor 
23 Bispebjerg Bakke 
DK-2400 Copenhagen NV, Denmark 
Tel: +45 3531 2704 
Fax: +45 3586 1831 
E-mail: HKA02@bbh.hosp.dk 
Web site: www.cccg.dk 

The Cochrane Anaesthesia Group  
with Tom Pedersen and Ann Møller, Denmark, as Co-ordinating Editors was officially 
registered with the Collaboration in February 2000. The Group has 24 systematic reviews 
and 48 protocols for systematic reviews published in the 4th issue of The Cochrane 
Library 2005. The Group's specialised register of topic related literature is now 
established and contains more than 26,000 trials. The Anaesthesia Group appointed a 
Trials Search Co-ordinator in 2005 (Karen Hovhannisyan). For further information, see 
The Cochrane Library or contact: 
 
Jane Cracknell, Review Group Co-ordinator 
Cochrane Anaesthesia Review Group 
Room 216, Dept. 7421 
H:S Rigshospitalet, 
Blegdamsvej 9, 
DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø, Denmark 
Tel: +45 3545 8383  
Mobile: +45 27372207 
Fax: +45 35 45 32 45  
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E-mail: jane_cracknell@yahoo.com  

The Cochrane Methodology Review Group  
with Andy Oxman (Norway) and Mike Clarke (UK) as co-ordinating editors continues to 
prepare, maintain and make available Cochrane Methodology Reviews (systematic reviews 
of empirical studies of methods used in systematic reviews and evaluations of health 
care). These are published in the Cochrane Database of Methodology Reviews in The 
Cochrane Library. Eleven methodology reviews and nine protocols appeared in the 
Cochrane Database of Methodology Reviews in the 4th issue of The Cochrane Library 
2005. For further information, see The Cochrane Library. 
 
Elizabeth Paulsen, Review Group Co-ordinator  
Cochrane Methodology Review Group 
Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health Services 
P.O. Box 7004, St. Olavs plass 
N-0130 Oslo 
Norway 
Tel: +47 23 25 50 95  
Fax: +47 23 25 50 40  
E-mail: elizabeth.paulsen@nokc.no 

Nordic editors in Cochrane Review Groups  
There are Nordic editors in 13 of the 50 Review Groups: 
 
• Als-Nielsen, Bodil; Denmark (Hepato-Biliary Group – Editor) 
• Berge, Eivind; Norway (Stroke Group - Editor) 
• Fredrikson, Sten; Sweden (Multiple Sclerosis Group - Editor)  
• Gluud, Christian; Denmark (Hepato-Biliary Group – Co-ordinating Editor) 
• Gøtzsche, Peter C; Denmark (Methodology Review Group - Editor) 
• Janzon, Lars; Sweden (Peripheral Vascular Diseases Group - Editor) 
• Lous, Jørgen; Denmark (Ear, Nose and Throat Disorders Group - Editor) 
• Møller, Ann; Denmark (Anaesthesia Group – Co-ordinating Editor) 
• Oxman, Andy; Norway (Methodology Review Group - Co-ordinating Editor; Effective 

Practice and Organisation of Care Group - Editor) 
• Pedersen, Tom; Denmark (Anaesthesia Group – Co-ordinating Editor) 
• Rask Madsen, Jørgen; Denmark (Inflammatory Bowel Disease Group - Editor) 
• Specht, Lena; Denmark (Haematological Malignancies Group - Editor) 
• Tfelt-Hansen, Peer; Denmark (Pain, Palliative Care and Supportive Care Group - Editor) 
• Wahlbeck, Kristian; Finland (Depression, Anxiety and Neurosis Group - Editor) 
• Wille-Jørgensen, Per; Denmark (Colorectal Cancer Group – Co-ordinating Editor) 
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Fields in the Nordic region 

The Occupational Health Field 
The Occupational Health Field was officially registered with the Collaboration in May 
2004. The field has established an international network in- and outside the 
Collaboration. With funding from the Dutch government, 6 occupational health reviews 
could be started, and with funding from the Australian Occupational Health and Safety 
organisation, another review was started. The reviews cover a wide range of interventions 
varying from hearing protection to return to work in depressed patients. Authors were 
supported by the field by means of two-day workshops to stimulate the finishing of 
protocols and reviews. On the field’s website, the database with occupational health 
intervention studies is now fully operational. To stimulate the conduction of occupational 
health reviews, a basic review course was organised. To support authors, a taxonomy of 
occupational health interventions was developed which was presented as a poster at the 
Melbourne Colloquium. For further information, see www.cohf.fi. 
 
Jos Verbeek, Field Co-ordinator  
Finnish Institute of Occupational Health 
P.O. Box 93 
SF-70701 Kuopio 
Finland 
Tel: +358 17 201 211 
Fax: +358 17 201 204 
E-mail: jos.verbeek@ttl.fi 
 

Nordic Cochrane Reviews 

Nordic researchers participate in many Review Groups, Methods Groups and Fields (see 
The Cochrane Library). In the 4th issue of 2005 of The Cochrane Library, 73 reviews and 
47 protocols were listed with a Nordic contact address: 

 
Country Reviews Protocols 
DENMARK 40 25 
FINLAND 17 3 
NORWAY 12 10 
POLAND 0 4 
RUSSIA 2 2 
SWEDEN 2 3 
Total 73 47 
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For 2003, the total numbers were 81 and 45, respectively. The reason for the decline in 
number of reviews is that visiting researchers have later published another address in an 
update of their review. 
 

Advisory Board for the Nordic Cochrane Centre 

The Advisory Board for the Nordic Cochrane Centre provides advice and support about 
the strategic direction for activities within the Centre. Currently, the members are: 
 
Ms Margrethe Nielsen, Consumers' Council, Denmark (chairman and consumer 
representative) 
Mr Henrik Grosen Nielsen, Ministry of Health, Denmark 
Dr Sigurður Helgason, Landlaeknisembaettið, Iceland 
Dr Risto Roine, HUS, Group Administration, Finland 
Dr Inger Natvig Norderhaug, Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health Services, 
Norway 
Dr Juliette Säwe, Swedish Council for Technology Assessment in Health Care, Sweden 
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Publications in 2005 

Publications by staff at The Nordic Cochrane Centre 

Dissertations 
Bodil Als-Nielsen. Treatment of hepatic encephalopathy - systematic Cochrane reviews of 
randomised clinical trials (PhD thesis). Defended at the University of Copenhagen, 13 
May, 2005. 

Julie Pildal. Protection against bias in randomised clinical trials and meta-analyses (PhD 
thesis). Defended at the University of Copenhagen, 6 September, 2005. 
 
New or updated Cochrane Reviews and protocols 
Gøtzsche PC, Hróbjartsson A. Somatostatin analogues for acute bleeding oesophageal 
varices. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2005, Issue 1. Art. No.: 
CD000193. 

Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Nystatin prophylaxis and treatment in severely 
immunodepressed patients. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2002, Issue 4. 
Art. No.: CD002033 (updated 2005). 

Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Routine versus selective antifungal administration for control 
of fungal infections in patients with cancer. The Cochrane Database of Systematic 
Reviews 2002, Issue 2. Art. No.: CD000026 (updated 2005). 

Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Short-term low-dose corticosteroids vs placebo and 
nonsteroidal antiinflammatory drugs in rheumatoid arthritis. The Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews 2005, Issue 1. Art. No.: CD000189. 

Johansen HK, Gøtzsche PC. Amphotericin B lipid soluble formulations versus 
amphotericin B in cancer patients with neutropenia. The Cochrane Database of Systematic 
Reviews 2000, Issue 3. Art. No.: CD000969 (updated 2005). 

Johansen HK, Gøtzsche PC. Amphotericin B versus fluconazole for controlling fungal 
infections in neutropenic cancer patients. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 
2002, Issue 2. Art. No.: CD000239 (updated 2005). 
 
Journal articles, book chapters 
Gluud LL, Sørensen TIA, Gøtzsche PC, Gluud C. The journal impact factor as a predictor of 
trial quality and outcomes: cohort study of hepato-biliary randomized clinical trials. Am J 
Gastroenterol 2005;100:2431-5. 

Gøtzsche PC, Jørgensen KJ. Screening for brystkræft - et tveægget sværd. Ugeskr Læger 
2005;167:1312-4.  

Gøtzsche PC. Asessment bias. In: Balakrishnan N, ed. Encyclopedia of statistical sciences, 
2nd ed. UK: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., 2005. 
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Gøtzsche PC. Forbedret raportering af skadevirkninger i randomiserede forsøg: udvidelse 
af CONSORT-vejledningen. Ugeskr Læger 2005;167:1520-2. 

Gøtzsche PC. Research integrity and pharmaceutical industry sponsorship: trial 
registration, transparency and less reliance on industry trials are essential. Med J Aust 
2005;182:549-50. 

Gøtzsche PC. Screeningsindustrien og ytringsfriheden. I: Høiby (red): Råb op og sig stop. 
http://www.laegersytringsfrihed.dk/pdf/Yderligere_indlaeg.pdf. 2005. 

Gøtzsche PC. Uafhængig klinisk interventionsforskning er meget påkrævet. Ugeskr Læger 
2005;167:1491-4. 

Haug C, Gøtzsche PC, Schroeder TV. Registries and registration of clinical trials. N Engl J 
Med 2005;353:2811-2. 

Hróbjartsson A. Er randomiserede forsøg af omsorgsbehandlinger principielt anderledes 
end randomiserede forsøg af farmakologiske behandlinger? Tidskrift for 
Sygeplejeforskning 2005;21:4-8. 

Hróbjartsson A, Chan A-W, Haahr MT, Gøtzsche PC, Altman DG. Selektiv rapportering af 
effektmål i randomiserede forsøg - sekundærpublikation. Ugeskr Læger 2005;167:3189-
91. 

Iversen K, Greibe R, Tim HB, Skovgaard LT, Dalsgaard M, Hendriksen, KV, Hróbjartsson A. 
A randomised trial comparing electronic and conventional stethoscopes. Am J Med 
2005;118:1289.e1-4. 

Johansen HK, Gøtzsche PC Lægemiddelindustrien og ytringsfriheden. I: Høiby (red): Råb 
op og sig stop. http://www.laegersytringsfrihed.dk/pdf/Yderligere_indlaeg.pdf. 2005. 

Jørgensen KJ, Gøtzsche PC. Information om brystkræftscreening på internetsider er 
ensidig og mangelfuld - sekundærpublikation. Ugeskr Læger 2005;167:174-8. 

Karmisholt K, Gyntelberg F, Gøtzsche PC. Physical activity for primary prevention of 
disease: systematic reviews of randomised clinical trials. Dan Med Bull 2005;52:86-9. 

Karmisholt K, Gøtzsche PC. Physical activity for secondary prevention of disease: 
systematic reviews of randomised clinical trials. Dan Med Bull 2005;52:90-4. 

Pildal J, Chan A-W, Hróbjartsson A, Forfang E, Altman DG, Gøtzsche PC. Comparison of 
descriptions of allocation concealment in trial protocols and the published reports: cohort 
study. BMJ 2005;330:1049-52. 

Schmidt LM, Gøtzsche PC. Of mites and men: reference bias in narrative review articles: a 
systematic review. J Fam Pract 2005;54:334-8. 

 
Letters, book reviews, etc 
Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Misleading statements in industry-sponsored meta-analysis 
of itraconazole. J Clin Oncol 2005;23:9428-9. 
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Gøtzsche PC, Jørgensen KJ, Hartling O. Mammografiscreening - igen. Ugeskr Læger 
2005;167:783-4. 

Gøtzsche PC, Jørgensen KJ, Thornton H. Presentation of benefits and harms needs to be 
balanced. BMJ 2005;330:1024. 

Gøtzsche PC, Jørgensen KJ. Benefits and harms of breast cancer screening. 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/330/7485/220, 2005. 

Gøtzsche PC, Jørgensen KJ. Information needs to support informed choices. BMJ 
2005;331:350-1. 

Gøtzsche PC, Jørgensen KJ. Outcomes of screening mammography: information to 
support informed choices. 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/bmj.38398.469479.8Fv1, 2005. 

Gøtzsche PC, Wille-Jørgensen P. Ghost authorship in evidence-based medicine. 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/330/7484/163, 2005. 

Gøtzsche PC. ALLHAT - epokegørende? Ugeskr Læger 2005;167:3422-3. 

Gøtzsche PC. Does exercise training lower mortality in patients with chronic heart failure? 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/328/7433/189, 2005. 

Gøtzsche PC. Increased incidence of invasive breast cancer after the introduction of 
service screening with mammography in Sweden. Int J Cancer 2005; 15 Oct: DOI 
10.1002/ijc.21632.   

Gøtzsche PC. Klinisk interventionsforskning: to ledere og et indlæg. Ugeskr Læger 
2005;167:2308-9. 

Gøtzsche PC. Reporting bias: any consequences for Methods and Results sections in 
Cochrane Reviews? Cochrane News 2005;33:1+8. also published in: The Cochrane 
Collaboration Methods Groups Newsletter 2005;9:5. 

Gøtzsche PC. Screening for brystkræft. Ugeskr Læger 2005;167:1871. 

Gøtzsche PC. The mammography controversy (book review). Lancet 2005;366:1519-20. 

Gøtzsche PC. Uafhængig klinisk interventionsforskning - eller evidence biased medicine? 
Ugeskr Læger 2005;167:2916-7. 

Pedersen T, Møller AM, Gøtzsche PC. Human albumin in critically ill patients. Crit Care 
Med 2005;33:1183. 

Publications by staff at The Finnish Branch of The Nordic Cochrane 
Centre 
 
New or updated Cochrane Reviews and protocols 
 
Hayden JA, Tulder MW van, Malmivaara A, Koes BW. Exercise therapy for treatment of 
non-specific low back pain. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2005, Issue 3. 
Art. No.: CD000335.  
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Linko E, Harilainen A, Malmivaara A, Seitsalo S. Surgical versus conservative interventions 
for anterior cruciate ligament ruptures in adults. The Cochrane Database of Systematic 
Reviews 2005, Issue 2. Art. No.: CD001356. 
 
Journal articles, book chapters 
 
Ahovuo-Saloranta A, Hiiri A, Nordblad A, Mäkelä M. Cochrane-katsauksella näyttöä 
hammaspinnoitteiden vaikuttavuudesta. Suomen Hammaslääkärilehti 2005;(1-2):12-4. 
 
Ahovuo-Saloranta A. Maailmanlaajuinen Cochrane-verkosto järjestelmällisten katsausten 
takana. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 
2005;8(1):20-1. 
 
Ahovuo-Saloranta A. Maailmanlaajuinen Cochrane-yhteistyö myös 
hammaslääketieteilijöiden käytössä. Suomen Hammaslääkärilehti 2005;(1-2):10-1. 
 
Autti-Rämö I, Saalasti-Koskinen U, Mäkelä M. Kuulon seulonta vastasyntyneillä. Nopea 
katsaus, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;(1). 
 
Hayden JA, van Tulder MW, Malmivaara A, Koes BW. Meta-analysis: exercise therapy for 
nonspecific low back pain. Ann Intern Med 2005;142(9):765-75. 
 
Koes BW, Malmivaara A, van Tulder MW. Trend in methodological quality of randomised 
clinical trials in low back pain. Best practice & research. Clinical rheumatology 
2005;19(4):529-39. 
 
Linko L, Lampe K, Ihalainen J, Mäkelä M, Sintonen H, et al. Verensokerin omaseuranta 
diabeteksen hoidossa. FinOHTAn raportti. Saarijärvi: Stakes; 2005. Report No.: 24.  
 
Malmivaara A, Kuukasjärvi P, Autti-Rämö I, Kovanen N, Mäkelä M. Endoskooppisen 
sympatektomian vaikuttavuus ja turvallisuus. Järjestelmällinen kirjallisuuskatsaus. 
FinOHTAn raportti. Saarijärvi: Stakes; 2005. Report No.: 26. 
 
Malmivaara A, Ryynänen O-P, Seitsalo S. Kliinisten tutkimuskohteiden valinta - 
menetelmä tutkimusaiheen relevanssin arviointiin. Suomen Ortopedia ja Traumatologia 
2005;27(1):76-79. 
 
Malmivaara A. Low back pain. In: Evidence-Based Medicine Guidelines (EBMG). Chichester: 
2005:12-20. 
 
Malmivaara A. Tautien ehkäisyn, hoidon ja kuntoutuksen vaikuttavuudesta. Haava 
2005;8(1):24-5. 
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Mattila J, Mäkelä M. Tutkimustoiminta terveyskeskuksissa: nykytila ja tulevaisuus. 
Selvityshenkilöiden raportti. Sosiaali- ja terveysministeriön työryhmämuistioita 2005. 
Report No.: 4. 
 
MIKSTRA-työryhmä (Leistevuo J, Huikko S, Honkanen P, Huovinen P, Klaukka T, Mäkelä M, 
Palva E, Rautakorpi U-M, Roine RP, Varonen H, Sarkkinen H). Nielutulehduksen hoito 
terveyskeskuksissa ennen hoitosuositusta ja sen jälkeen. Suomen Lääkärilehti 
2005;60:420-2. 
 
Mäkelä M, Witt K. How to read a paper: critical appraisal of studies for application in 
healthcare. Singapore Med J 2005;46(3):108-14. 
 
Pasternack I. Depression Käypä hoito -suositus työterveyshuollon näkökulmasta. 
Työterveyslääkäri, Suomen Teollisuuslääketieteen yhdistys ry 2005;(3):317-8. 
 
Pasternack I. Hajujen merkityksistä. Työterveyslääkäri, Suomen teollisuuslääketieteen 
yhdistys ry 2005;(2):168-74. 
Pasternack I. Työterveyshuollon hyvät käytännöt. Duodecim: lääketieteellinen 
aikakauskirja 2005;121:1803-5. 
 
Rautakorpi U-M, MIKSTRA-työryhmä (Huikko S, Honkanen P, Huovinen P, Klaukka T, 
Mäkelä M, Palva E, Roine RP, Varonen H, Sarkkinen H). Neuvolaikäisten infektiot. 
Kansanterveyslehti 2005;(2-3):11-2. 
 
Seitsalo S, Malmivaara A, Roine R. Terveydenhuollon valinnat ortopediassa. Duodecim : 
lääketieteellinen aikakauskirja 2005;121(8):857-8. 
 
Toljamo M, Haverinen R, Finne-Soveri H, Malmivaara A, Sintonen H, Voutilainen P, Mäkelä 
M. Ehkäisevien kotikäyntien vaikutukset iäkkäiden toimintakykyyn. Systemaattisiin 
katsauksiin perustuva menetelmäarvio. FinSoc arviointiraportteja. Helsinki: Stakes; 2005. 
Report No.: 4. 
 
Varonen H, Huikko S, Rautakorpi U-M, Honkanen P, Klaukka T, Mäkelä M, Palva E, Roine 
RP, Sarkkinen H, Huovinen P. Lisää harkintaa sivuontelotulehduksen mikrobilääkitykseen. 
Suomen Lääkärilehti 2005;60:1808-10. 
 
Verbeek J, Pasternack I, Husman K. What does the Cochrane Collaboration mean for 
consumers of occupational health services? Työterveiset: Työterveyslaitoksen 
tiedotuslehti 2005;(2):15-7. 
 
Verbeek J, Salmi J, Pasternack I, Jauhiainen M, Laamanen I, et al. A search strategy for 
occupational health intervention studies. Occupational and Environmental Medicine 
2005;62:682-7. 
 
Letters, book reviews, etc 
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Ahovuo-Saloranta A. Säännölliset mittaukset auttavat alentamaan verenpainetta. Impakti : 
tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(4)19. 
 
Ahovuo-Saloranta A. Viisaudenhammas -poistaako vai eikö poistaa? Suomen 
hammaslääkärilehti 2005;(16):920.  
 
Kovanen N, Malmivaara A. A menu of HTA projects. Funding and methodological support. 
Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 
2005;8(2):10-1. 
 
Mäkelä M. Influenssapandemian lääkehoidosta miljoonakustannukset. Impakti: tietoa 
terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(4):13. 
 
Mäkelä M. Kielen ilot - The joys of language. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon 
menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8 (2):3. 
 
Mäkelä M. Old, new, borrowed and blue. Recommendations affirm the practices. Impakti: 
tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(2):5. 
 
Mäkelä M. Päältäkin kaunis kakku. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien 
arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(1):3. 
 
Mäkelä M. Syömishäiriöiden suunnattu hoito tehoaa. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon 
menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(4):16. 
 
Mäkelä M. Tiedon matka maasta toiseen. Terveydenhuollon toiminta on myös sidoksissa 
kulttuuriin. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 
2005;8(3):4-5. 
 
Malmivaara A, Seitsalo S. Mini-invasiivinen kirurgia yleistyy lonkkaleikkauksissa. Impakti: 
tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(1):17-8. 
 
Malmivaara A. Doing the right things right. Health policy can be evidence-based. Impakti: 
tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8 (2):7-9. 
 
Malmivaara A. Tautien ehkäisyn, hoidon ja kuntoutuksen vaikuttavuudesta. Haava 
2005;8(1):24-5. 
 
Niemistö L, Kalso E, Malmivaara A, Seitsalo S, Hurri H. Letter. Spine 2005;30(2):264-5. 
 
Pasternack I. Cochrane-käsinhakijoita etsitään. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon 
menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8(1)20. 
 

22 



Annual report of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 2005 

Pasternack I. Cochrane-yhteistyön työterveysyksikkö Suomessa tukee näyttöön 
perustuvaa työterveyshuoltoa. Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, 
Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8 (3)12-3. 
 
Pasternack I. Koirat sairauksien haistajana. Työterveyslääkäri, Suomen 
teollisuuslääketieteen yhdistys ry 2005;(2):188. 
 
Teikari M, Malmivaara A. Southamptonin arviointikeskus on HTA-hankkeiden luotsaaja. 
Impakti: tietoa terveydenhuollon menetelmien arvioinnista, Stakes, FinOHTA 2005;8 
(1)12-3. 

Publications by staff at The Norwegian Branch of The Nordic 
Cochrane Centre 
 
New or updated Cochrane Reviews and protocols 
Vist GE, Hagen KB, Devereaux PJ, Bryant D, Kristoffersen DT, Oxman AD. Outcomes of 
patients who participate in randomised controlled trials compared to similar patients 
receiving similar interventions who do not participate. The Cochrane Database of 
Methodology Reviews 2005; Issue 1. Art No.:MR000009. 
 
Journal articles, book chapters 
Atkins D, Briss PA, Eccles M, Flottorp S, Guyatt GH, Harbour RT, Hill S, Jaeschke R, Liberati 
A, Magrini N, Mason J, O’Connell D, Oxman AD, Phillips B, Schunemann HJ, Edejer TT, Vist 
GE, Williams JW Jr; GRADE Working Group. Systems for grading the quality of evidence 
and the strength of recommendations II: Pilot study of a new system. BMC Health Serv 
Res 2005;5:25. 

Fretheim A, Flottorp S, Oxman AD. It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data: 
a response to Eccle at al’s criticism of the OFF theory of research utilisation. J Clin 
Epidemiol 2005;58:119-20. 

Fretheim A, Oxman AD. International variation in prescribing antihypertensive drugs: Its 
extent and possible explanations. BMC Health Serv Res 2005;5:21. 

Glenton C, Paulsen EJ, Oxman AD. Portals to Wonderland: health portals lead to confusing 
information about the effects of health care. BMC Med Inform Decis Mak 2005;5:7. 

GRADE Working Group. Systems for grading the quality of evidence and the strength of 
recommendations II: Pilot study of a new system. BMC Health Serv Res 2005;5:25. 

Håvelsrud K, Flottorp S, Fretheim A, Kristoffersen DT, Oxman AD, Treweek S, Aasland AG. 
Hva gjør fastlegenes medarbeidere for å holde seg faglig oppdatert? Tidsskr Nor 
Lægeforen 2005; 125:307-9. 

Lavis JN, Davies HTO, Oxman AD, Denis JL, Golden-Biddle K, Ferlie E. Towards systematic 
reviews that inform healthcare management and policymaking. J Health Serv Res Policy 
2005;10 Suppl 1:35-48. 
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Oxman AD, Flottorp S, Fretheim A. The OFF theory of research utilization. J Clin Epidemiol 
2005; 58:117-8. 

Sevene E, Lewin S, Mariano A, Woelk G, Oxman AD, Matinhure S, Cliff J, Fernandes B, 
Daniels K. Can a drug be too cheap? The unavailability of magnesium sulphate for the 
treatment of eclampsia and pre-eclampsia in Mozambique and Zimbabwe: systems and 
market failures. BMJ 2005;331:765-9. 

Treweek S, Flottorp S, Fretheim A, Håvelsrud K, Kristoffersen DT, Oxman AD, Aasland AG. 
Retningslinjer for allmennpraksis - blir de lest og blir de brukt? Tidsskr Nor Lægeforen 
2005;125:300-3. 

Treweek S, Flottorp S, Fretheim A, Håvelsrud K, Kristoffersen DT, Oxman AD, Aasland AG. 
Hva gjør fastleger for å holde seg faglig oppdatert? Tidsskr Nor Lægeforen 
2005;125:304-6. 

Vist GE, Hagen KB, Devereaux PJ, Bryant D, Kristoffersen DT, Oxman AD. Systematic 
review to determine whether participation in a trial influences outcome. BMJ 
2005;330:1175-9.  

Aaserud A, Lewin S, Innvaer S, Paulsen E, Dahlgren A, Trommald M, Duley L, Zwarenstein 
M, Oxman A. Translating research into policy and practice in developing countries: a case 
study of magnesium sulphate for pre-eclampsia. BMC Health Serv Res 2005,5:68. 

 
Letters, book reviews, etc 

Glenton C. Translating evidence into patient information. The Cochrane Collaboration 
Methods Group Newsletter 2005;9:6-7. 

Oxman A, Vist G. Summary of findings tables for Cochrane systematic reviews. Cochrane 
Multiple Sclerosis Group Newsletter 2005;6:4. 

Vist G. Summary of findings in Cochrane reviews. The Cochrane Collaboration Methods 
Groups Newsletter 2005;9:4. 

Publications by staff at The Russian Branch of The Nordic Cochrane 
Centre 
 
Journal articles, book chapters 
Slugin A, Volkov V, Vlassov V. Computer for the family physician. Mezhdunarodnii 
Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki 2005;(4):43-6. 

Vlassov V. Vioxx и далее. Mezhdunarodnii Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki 2005;(2):4-6. 

Vlassov VV. Epidemiology in Russia: 2005 год. In: Danishevskii K, editor. Problems of the 
population health. Мoscow: Open health institute; 2005:19-29. 

Vlassov VV. Open access. Mezhdunarodnii Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki 2005;(5):5-7. 

Vlassov VV. Systematic review: from psychology to medicine and back. Chelovek 
2005;(3):121-9. 
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Vlassov VV, Baschinskii SE. Content of the positive list and the methodology of its 
compilation. Probl Standardiz v Zdravookhranenii 2005;(6):41-9. 

Volkov V, Slugin A, Vlassov V. Computer patient file for the family physician. 
Mezhdunarodnii Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki 2005;(6):40-5. 
 
Letters, book reviews, etc 
Vlassov VV. Long-term outcome of bariatric surgery.N Engl J Med 2005;352:1495-6. 

Vlassov V. Possibilities of individualization of therapy. Pharmaceut Vestnik 
2005;(23(386)):27. 

Vlassov V. Safety of patients. Mezhdunarodnii Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki 2005;(6):5-7. 

Vlassov VV. Dispensarization again? Med Gazeta 2005;86:6-7. 

Vlassov VV. Drug information is distorted by producers. Oct 12, 2005; Kazan Conference 
on Clinical Pharmacology. Clin Pharm Ther (Moscow) 2005;4 Suppl:S27. 

Vlassov VV. Instruments for teaching EBM. Mezhdunarodnii Zhurnal Meditsinskoi Praktiki 
2005;(4):5-7. 

Vlassov VV. Russia and social "reform". Can Med Ass J 2005; 172(4):452. 

Publications by Polish contact person 
 
New or updated Cochrane Reviews and protocols 
Lesniak W, Bala M, Dubiel B, Pardala A, Gajewski P. Contrast agents for preventing 
contrast-induced nephropathy. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2005, 
Issue 1. Art. No.: CD005130. 

Lesniak W, Bala M, Dubiel B, Gajewski P, Pardala A. Renal replacement therapy for 
preventing contrast-induced nephropathy. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 
2005, Issue 1. Art. No.: CD005127. 
 
Letters, book reviews, etc 
Bala M, Lesniak W. Poland is losing its doctors. BMJ 2005;331:235. 

Awards received 
None in 2005. 
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Addresses and web sites 

The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
Dr Peter C. Gøtzsche (director) 
The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
Rigshospitalet, Dept. 7112 
Blegdamsvej 9 
DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø 
Denmark 
Tel: +45 35 45 7112 
Fax: +45 35 45 70 07 
E-mail: general@cochrane.dk 
Internet: www.cochrane.dk 

The Finnish Branch of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
Dr Marjukka Mäkelä (director)  
Finnish Office for Health Care Technology Assessment / FinOTHA 
National Research and Development Centre for Welfare & Health /STAKES 
PO Box 220            
SF-00531 Helsinki  
Finland  
Tel: +358 9 3967 2290 
Fax: +358 9 3967 2278 
E-mail: Marjukka.Makela@stakes.fi 

The Norwegian Branch of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
Claire Glenton (director) 
Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health Services 
P.O. Box 7004, St. Olavs plass 
N-0130 Oslo 
Norway 
Tel: +47 23 25 5048  
Fax: +47 23 25 50 40  
E-mail: Claire.glenton@nokc.no 

The Russian Branch of The Nordic Cochrane Centre 
Dr Vasiliy Vlassov (director) 
Russian Branch of the Nordic Cochrane Centre 
PO Box 13 
109451 Moscow 
Russia 
Tel: +7 095 482 5336 
Fax: +7 095 482 4312 
E-mail: vlassov@cochrane.ru 
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Contact in Iceland 
Dr. Sigurður Helgason 
Landlaeknisembaettið 
Austurströnd 5 
IS-170 Seltjarnarnes 
Iceland 
E-mail: sh@centrum.is 

Contact in Sweden 
Dr Juliette Säwe 
The Swedish Council on Technology Assessment in Health Care (SBU) 
Box 5650  
S-114 86 Stockholm 
Sweden 
Tel: +46 8 412 3200 
Fax: +46 8 411 3260 
E-mail:  sawe@sbu.se 
Internet: www.sbu.se 

Contact in Poland 
Dr Malgorzata Bala 
Medycyna Praktyczna 
8 Skawinska St 
31-066 Krakow 
Poland 
Tel: +48 12 29 34 236 
Fax: +48 12 29 34 030 
E-mail: mbala@mp.pl  

About The Cochrane Collaboration 
www.cochrane.dk 
www.cochrane.org 

Abstracts of Cochrane Reviews 
www.cochrane.org/reviews/index.htm 

Information about The Cochrane Library 
www.thecochranelibrary.com 
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